
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Proposed program in the Diocese of Vasai (Sun 26th Jan – Fri 31st Jan) 

Sunday 26th Jan: 

- Make the proper announcements well in advance about the Sunday of the WOG to 

make people aware that Pope Francis has installed the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time as 

the Sunday of the WOG. Create an atmosphere by placing placards, Banners, symbols 

of the Word of God, etc. 

- Enthronement of the Bible at every Mass (use Book of the Gospels and if there is no 

Book of the Gospels then the copy of the Bible, but not Lectionary. Bring the Book of 

the Gospels or the copy of the Bible at every Mass in the entrance procession to be 

enthroned). 

- Commissioning of the Lectors with prayer and blessing: Saturday evening Mass for 

those who will not be available on Sunday (being 26th Jan, teachers will need to go for 

the Flag hoisting), and the rest will be commissioned during the Sunday Mass. 

- Homily at all Masses to be preached on the importance of the Word of God. 

- On Word of God Sunday afternoon each family will enthrone the Bible in front of 

the Altar in their respective houses and pray (A prayer will be prepared by JDK). 

 

Monday 27th Jan – Friday 31st Jan: 

At the SCC Level: Gospel Sharing Method in the villages/communities, focusing on:  

 

- 1st Day (27th Jan): CAT members coming together to reflect on the WOG (they will 

monitor/oversee the other days program encouraging the children and the youth). 

- 2nd Day (28th Jan): Have procession with the Bible and enthrone it at a particular place, 

preferably at a common place and pray the Rosary or other prayers, singing hymns and 

Psalms (for ex. village cross or the grotto, etc.). 

- 3rd Day (29th Jan): Children’s group coming together to reflect on the WOG (explain 

to them the importance of the WOG, have Bible Quiz, etc.)  

- 4th Day (30th Jan): Youth group coming together to reflect on the WOG (a 

session/talk/activity based on the WOG). 

- 5th Day (31st Jan): Women coming together to reflect on the WOG (praying with the 

Bible).  



SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Introduction (to be said before the entrance hymn) 

Dear brothers and sisters, today we are celebrating the Sunday of the Word of God. Through 

his Apostolic Letter Aperuit illis Pope Francis has established the Third Sunday in Ordinary 

Time as the Sunday of the Word of God. It is a day to be devoted to the celebration, study, and 

spreading of the Word of God. Pope Francis is clear that the relationship between the Risen 

Lord, a community of believers, and sacred Scripture is essential to who we are as Christians. 

This Sunday is a time when the Church is exhorted to give greater attention to the Word of 

God. We are invited to understand and honour the sacred Word in our celebrations. The Word 

of God is active and alive, God sends his Word with a purpose and it will not return to him 

empty until the purpose for which he has sent it, is achieved. God speaks to his people through 

his powerful Word, therefore, God’s Word must become an integral part of our lives. Devoting 

a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the Word of God can enable the Church to experience 

anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his Word and enables us to proclaim 

its unfathomable riches before the world. 

We have gathered here for this Holy Eucharistic celebration where we are nourished by the 

Holy Word and Holy Bread of life. There is an ‘unbreakable bond between Sacred Scripture 

and the Holy Eucharist,’ which reminds us that it is through the Word of God that we encounter 

the living God and learn the values of life taught by God. Bringing to our attention the 

importance of the Word of God, Pope Francis urges us that in the Eucharistic celebration the 

sacred text be enthroned, in order to focus the attention of the assembly on the normative value 

of God’s word.” 

Let us honour and worship the Word of God as it is brought solemnly in the procession to be 

enthroned at the altar. 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Celebrant: Gathered as the people of God and having been enlightened by the Word of God, 

and called to be the doers of the Word, let us bring our needs before the Author of all Truth. 

Response: Lord hear our Prayer. 

1. For our Pope Francis, all the bishops and all those who are associated with them in the 

Word Ministry may faithfully fulfil their mission of preaching the Word of God to all, 

we pray to the Lord.  

2. For the Church: that deeply rooted in the Word of God, we may continue to build up 

the Body of Christ and promote the common good, we pray to the Lord. 

3. For all who teach and preach the Word of God: that their words may renew the faith of 

those who listen and encourage them to trust in the promise of God, we pray to the 

Lord. 

4. For our Parish community: that we may have an ever-greater openness to the Word of 

God and allow it to enlighten the darkness of our hearts and free us to follow Jesus 

evermore faithfully, we pray to the Lord. 

5. Let us pause and pray for our personal needs (15 seconds pause) … your response. 

 

Celebrant: Let us pray:  Merciful Father, hear our prayers. Through your goodness, recreate 

in us love for your word and renew us through your living word. Grant that we may always be 

faithful to your word and attain eternal life. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD (Homily helps) 

We are invited to contemplate the Word of God as we celebrate today the Sunday of the Word 

of God. The focus of the Universal Church is drawn today on the written Word of God, the 

Bible. Bible is the word derived from the Greek word “Biblos”, means “the collection of 

books.” Even though the Bible appears to be one book, the title itself indicates that there are 

many books in the Bible: 46 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. 

Though the Biblical books are written at different times by different authors, they narrate one 

story, the story about Jesus Christ. Hence, Jesus Christ becomes the central figure of the whole 

Bible. In the Old Testament, he is hidden and anticipated. In the New Testament, he is revealed 

and made known. Jesus draws the attention of the Pharisees to the Holy Scriptures, “The 

Scriptures…  bear witness about me” (Jn 5:39). On the road to Emmaus, Jesus took two 

confused disciples through the Old Testament Scriptures, showing them “in all the Scriptures, 

the things concerning Himself” (Lk 24:27). 

Word of God is infallible 

There is no error in God’s Word. The law of the Lord is perfect concerning our soul. The 

testimony of the Lord is not only infallible, but it is also inerrant: “Every word of God is pure; 

He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke 

you, and you be found a liar.” (Prov 30:5-6). The purity of His words does not need anything 

added to it. God warns us not to misrepresent His scripture. 

The Bible is an incredible book of history and facts that proves that there is a God that created 

all things. Most important of all, the Bible is the Word of God. It contains the mind of God and 

His will for each one of our lives. That is why the precious Word of God is given to us. St. Paul 

says that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17).  

Importance of the Word of God 

→ The importance of the Word of God is illustrated by the parable of the sower (Lk 8:5-

15). It brilliantly expresses the importance of both hearing and actively receiving the Word of 

God in us. The parable reveals that the power for fruit bearing comes from the Word the Word 

of God. So, without the Word of God, we cannot bear fruit. 

We must always remember that it is only the good soil that produced fruits. All the other three 

soils (path, rock, thorn) were absolutely fruitless. To produce fruits, we must become the good 

soil where we can receive the seed of the Word and produce fruits in plenty. 

→ Hearing the Word of God: The Greek verb “akouo”, means “to hear”, is very effective 

in the Bible and most of the times you are invited to hear/listen to God, … what he wants to 

communicate to us. 



Jesus invites: “to hear his word” (Jn 5:24); “to continue in his word” (Jn 8:31) “to keep his 

word” (Jn 8:51; 14:23); “to abide in his word” (Jn 15:7). 

Jesus warns: to consider carefully what you hear (Mk 4:24) and how you hear (Lk 

8:18); “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mk 4:9, 23); Seven times in Revelation 2 

and 3 Jesus says, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

→ Jesus is called the “Logos”, means the “Word”, He is the living Word of God to all of 

us. The Father communicates his plans through his WORD, Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are 

called to listen to Jesus: Moses wrote of Jesus, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 

prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him.” (Dt 18:15; Acts 

3:22). In the scene of Transfiguration of the Lord, God the Father invites us to listen to Jesus, 

“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, Listen to him” (Mt 17:5). 

In the New Testament we see the unbroken chain of “hearing the Word of God” from the Father 

to Jesus, from Jesus to the disciples and from the disciples to the future believers. 

Paradoxically, those who fail to hear Jesus (and his word through the disciples/the Church) are 

opponents of God and Jesus. Hearing God’s word and keeping it, is central to the life of faith. 

→ The Bible is God’s Holy Word, His special instrument of communication to man. God 

communicates his holy Word to us and for effective communication to occur, there must 

be effective listening. This is just one of the reasons we must take the study of the Word of 

God very seriously. We need to follow the following steps: 1) Listen to God’s Word attentively 

(COMMUNICATION); 2) Try to understand what God says (COMPREHENSION); 3) 

Trust in the Word of God (TRUST); 4) Be transformed by what God says 

(TRANSFORMATION: God’s Word is not intended to be informational; But rather 

transformational) 

Without this process of communication, there simply cannot be any real spiritual change in the 

life of man. Listening to God demands SPIRITUAL PREPARATION and ACTIVE 

PARTICIPATION on the part of the listener. Because of this, God is deeply concerned about 

how well we hear his Word and act upon it. 

→ Listening to the Lord does not mean merely reading the Bible. Listening means 

meditating on His Word until we receive, through it, what he wants to tell us.  

Example of Martha and Mary: The overwhelming necessity of spending time each day with 

God's Word is implied clearly in the words of Jesus to Martha: “Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and upset about many things. But only one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the 

greater part, and it will not be taken away from her” (Lk 10:41-42). How striking are Jesus' 

words to Martha: “One thing is needful!” - to sit at the Lord’s feet daily to hear His Word. 

Mary had chosen the greater part: she was attentive to Jesus’ Word. 

There are at least three things we can learn from Mary’s sitting at the feet of Jesus: 



1) Sitting is primarily a picture of rest. This teaches us that our hearts must be at rest and our 

minds still, before we can hear God speaking to us.  

2) Sitting at a person's feet indicates humility. Mary was not sitting on a chair but sitting at the 

feet of Jesus. It shows her humility in front of Jesus and great respect for her Master. God offers 

His grace to the humble soul (Mt 11:25). 

3) Sitting as Mary did is a picture of surrender. It is the attitude of a disciple in the presence 

of His master. This implies surrender to the Lord in our obedience to His Word. God does not 

speak to us merely to satisfy our curiosity or to give us information. His Word is an expression 

of His heart’s desire. He speaks in order that we may obey his Word. 

Enthronement of the Bible 

What is the meaning of enthronement of the Divine Word? To commemorate the Sunday of 

the Word of God we are having various activities focussing on the Word of God. We are 

enthroning the Bible in the Church, in our families and in our communities. What does it mean? 

It is not one day affair, enthronement means we are giving the permanent place to God’s Word 

in our lives. It means the Word of God will be the light of my life. 

To conclude, in responding to the Word of God Mary is our model: “Let it be done to me 

according to your word.” (Lk1:38). Like Mother Mary let us remain faithful to the Word of 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COMMISSIONING OF LECTORS (READERS) 

(It is to be done after the homily) 

CALLING OF THE CANDIDATES  

Priest: Those to be commissioned in the ministry of reader please come forward. 

Priest: Are you ready to willingly accept the responsibility of Proclaiming the Word of God 

to the people assembled in the Church? 

Candidates: We are ready. 

Priest: Are you ready to prepare each proclaiming of God’s Word by study and prayer?   

Candidates: We are ready. 

Priest: Dear Lectors, God the Father has revealed the mystery of salvation through his Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who made all things known to us and then entrusted his Church with the 

mission of preaching the Gospel to the whole world. As readers and bearers of God's word, 

you will assist in this mission, as you take on a special office within the Christian community. 

You have accepted the responsibility to proclaim that Word in the liturgical assembly. In 

proclaiming God's Word to others, accept it yourselves in obedience to the Holy Spirit. 

Meditate on it constantly, so that each day you will have a deeper love for the Holy Scriptures.  

INVITATION TO PRAYER 

Priest: Dear brothers and sisters, let us ask God our Father to bless these servants who have 

been chosen for the ministry of reader. Let us pray that they may be faithful to the work 

entrusted to them, proclaim Christ to the world, and so give glory to our Father in heaven. 

(All pray in silence for a brief period) 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

Priest (extends his hands towards the candidates): Lord God, source of all goodness and 

light, you sent your only Son, the Word of life, to reveal to mankind the mystery of your love. 

Bless + our brothers and sisters who have been chosen for the ministry of reader. Grant that as 

they meditate constantly on your Word, they may grow in its wisdom and faithfully proclaim 

it to your people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(+ the Priest sprinkles the Holy water on the candidates +) 

The Mass continues …… 

 



Enthronement of the Bible in the Family 

[Reverently place the open Bible at a prominent place (bookstand or altar or table top), 

decorated with flowers, candles, etc. The enthroned Bible will serve as a powerful symbol of 

God's living Word and will remind you to make scriptural reflection and prayer a regular part 

of your life.] 

Opening hymn  

 

We are gathered here to begin the celebration of the Word of God in our family. This week we are 

focussing on the Word of God, hence it is very fitting that we start with the celebration of the Word 

of God - the Enthronement of the Bible.  

Let us pray to our loving Lord that he may enlighten our minds and our hearts to treasure his Word. O 

Lord let your Word remain with us in our hearts and homes. Give us your Holy Spirit to help us to 

understand your Word. We have enthroned this Holy Bible in our midst. Make your Word the centre 

of our lives. May your Word inspire all that we think and say and do. May your Word bind us together 

in unity with each other and with you, today and forever. 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 4:1-9 or Isaiah 55:10-11 (Reflect few moments over the Word of God, repeat the words or 

verses) 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Let us now implore God, our loving Father to bestow on us his grace to answer His Word in a fitting 

manner.  

Our response is: Lord, hear our prayer. 

1. That Pope Francis, our bishops, priests and religious may be guided by God’s Spirit in 

communicating his saving message to all, we pray to the Lord. 

 

2. That through the celebration of your holy Word we may deepen our appreciation for the 

Scriptures and make it more relevant in our lives, we pray to the Lord. 

 

3. That we may find in Your Word our consolation, strength and guidance, we pray to the Lord.  

 

4. That the Word of God may become an integral part of our family and that we may see and 

love one another in the light of Your Word, we pray to the Lord. 

 

5. Let us remember all the deceased members of our family that the Lord may grant them eternal 

happiness in his kingdom, we pray to the Lord. 



Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity to celebrate your Word enshrined in 

the Holy Bible. We ask you to send us the Holy Spirit that he may touch our minds and hearts that we 

may discover, understand and live your message proclaimed to us. We make this prayer through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

One Our Father.... Three Hail Mary’s …. Glory be to the Father …. 

Veneration of the Bible: Now all venerate the Bible by extending their hands towards it and receive 

the grace from the Word of God …. Touch your forehead, then eyes, then lips and then heart. 

Prayer of BLESSING  

“May the Word of Christ in all its riches dwell in your hearts so that you may be able to instruct and 

admonish each other in all wisdom and joyfully sing praises of God.” Amen. 

Let us Praise the Lord: Thanks be to God. 

Concluding Hymn: (while the Hymn is sung sprinkle the Holy Water upon the family members) 

Oh the word of my Lord,  

deep within my being.  

Oh the word of my Lord,  

you have filled my mind.  

 

Before I formed you in the womb,  

I knew you through and through.  

I chose you to be mine.  

Before you left your mother’s side.  

I called you my child,  

To be my sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enthronement of the Bible in the Community 

Procession: The community members will gather at one particular place to begin the procession with 

the Crucifix, candles, flowers and with the Bible at the centre elevated. Begin the procession with 

hymns and arrive at the common place located by the community and reverently enthrone the Bible 

at a prominent place (bookstand or altar or table top). 

Opening hymn  

 

We are gathered here to begin the celebration of the Word of God in our community. This week we 

are focussing on the Word of God, hence it is very fitting that we start with the celebration of the 

Word of God - the Enthronement of the Bible in our community.  

Scripture Reading 

Use steps 1-3 and 7 of Gospel sharing: 

Step 1: we invite the Lord (will 2 or 3 of you invite the Lord in a prayer) 

Step 2: we read the Text (John 15:1-17) 

Step 3: we pick out words and short phrases and meditate on them 

Step 7: we pray spontaneously (invite 2-3 of you to pray spontaneously) 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: As we contemplate the Word of God, trusting in his powerful Word let us bring to him our 

community and local needs. 

Our response is: LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

1. We pray for our Pope Francis, all the bishops and priests that guided by the Holy Spirit they 

may communicate the saving message of God to all the people, we pray to the Lord.  

2. Let us pray for our …. …. community that the Word of God may abide in our hearts, and in our 

families to bring unity among us, we pray to the Lord. 

3. We pray for our religious and lay leaders; especially the catechists and teachers of the Word, 

that they may constantly deepen their knowledge of the Word of God to communicate the 

Good News more effectively, we pray to the Lord.  

4. We pray that all of us may become generous in doing our best to spread the Good News of 

the Lord, we pray to the Lord.  

5. Let us pause for a moment and pray particularly for all the members of our community, 

especially those who are seek, homebound, and the deceased, we pray to the Lord. 

 



Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity to celebrate your Word enshrined in 

the Holy Bible. We ask you to send us the Holy Spirit that he may touch our minds and hearts that we 

may discover, understand and live your message proclaimed to us. We make this prayer through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

One Our Father.... Three Hail Mary’s …. Glory be to the Father …. 

Veneration of the Bible: Now all venerate the Bible by extending their hands towards it and receive 

the grace from the Word of God …. Touch your forehead, then eyes, then lips and then heart. 

Prayer of BLESSING   

“May the Word of Christ in all its riches dwell in your hearts so that you may be able to instruct and 

admonish each other in all wisdom and joyfully sing praises of God.” Amen. 

Let us Praise the Lord: Thanks be to God. 

Concluding Hymn:  

Oh the word of my Lord,  

deep within my being.  

Oh the word of my Lord,  

you have filled my mind.  

 

Before I formed you in the womb,  

I knew you through and through.  

I chose you to be mine.  

Before you left your mother’s side.  

I called you my child,  

To be my sign. 

 

 

 


